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O ur beloved, Gladys Sara Roure, died peacefully on Tuesday, January 23, 2024,

at the
age of 77. Gladys was born on April 26, 1946, and was raised in Mayaguez, Puerto

Rico.

Gladys moved to Tallahassee in 1969 to complete a Master’s Degree in Social
Work at Florida State University. After graduating, she worked in her most treasured

role as a social worker with an afterschool program for young boys of single mothers
in Georgetown (Washington D.C.). She returned to Tallahassee and worked for many

years at the Department of Labor as a Worker’s Compensation Investigator and later

for the Attorney General’s Office in the Victim Advocacy program before retiring in
2011. She always took tremendous pride in helping people overcome adversity.

Gladys had many hobbies, including photography, dancing, racquet sports, volleyball,
softball, bowling, and billiards. She was known to be a master on the air hockey table

at Chuck E. Cheese on occasion. She closely followed Hollywood stars and film
culture and loved going to the movies. Gladys also had an intense love of music and
would travel across the southeast to see some of her favorites live in concert, such as

Tina Turner, Aretha Franklin, and Diana Ross just to name a few. She was passionate
about politics and equality and was also a lifelong supporter of the Sierra Club and
PBS.

She had a heart of gold that shone brightly for animals in need. She tended to
homeless cats in Tallahassee, opening her home as a refuge for countless rescues

over the years. Each cat and dog that shared Gladys’s life was a cherished family
member.

Gladys was a genuinely warm, caring, passionate, and funny soul, with a mesmerizing

intensity. She brought any room to life and filled the hearts of those around her. May
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her spirit live on through all those she touched so deeply.

She is preceded in death by her mother (Aelis), father (Rafael), grandparents, former

partner and long-time chosen family Amy, and her many dogs and cats.
Gladys is survived by sisters Sonia ( Jorgito) and Jeannette (Tuti), nieces and nephews

(Maria Christina, Jorge Jr., Lucien, and Arturo Jr.), as well as her chosen family in
Nicole (Claire) and, daughters Maggie and Abby, whom she always referred to
affectionately as “my girls”.

Donations in Gladys’s memory may be made to Tallahassee Animal Shelter
Foundation at animalshelterfoundation.org.
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AN Andrés posted:

During the early eightees, Gladys and I used to work at the Division of Worker's Compensation, as

WC Specialists. Her arrival was an answer to my prayers. I was the only Spanish - speaking

person, and there were a lot of incoming calls and claims, involving Spanish - speaking people.

As I was showing Gladys a few things about our job, I found myself learning from her.Gladys, or as

I used to call her in Spanish: "Joven", which means "Young Woman", was intelligent, smart, quick

thinker, great mental agility and very dedicated to her job. "Joven" was open-minded and eager

to explore different angles. She was noble, fun to be with, friendly and caring.Gladys had a white

conga (percussion instrument), which I bought from her. Almost 40 years have gone by, and that

white conga, is still making noise today. Every time I play it, it reminds me of my dear friend "Joven

". Gladys ... as you enter your New Home in Heaven, you are blessed with eternal life, at the side

of Our Lord and He will enjoy your lovely smile forever.Hasta luego "Joven".Andrés

March 8 at 4:20 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gladys by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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